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THE VICTORIAN WORKING SHEEP DOG ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 

A0015093 L  ABN 52 101 431 860 

TRIAL RULES 

THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

• A member shall not inflict verbal or physical abuse on any person. 

• A member shall not inflict pain nor cause wilful distress to any animal. 

• A member shall not engage in actions or dialogue which results in sexual harassment. 

• A member shall not engage in unsportsmanlike conduct. 

• A member must wear appropriate clothing and footwear when competing. 

• A member must always present themselves for competition and or official business in a state of sobriety. 
 

VIOLATION OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

• Any complaint made under this Code must be received in writing by the Secretary of the Association 
within 7 days of the alleged breach 

• Code of Conduct reports to be dealt with in accordance with Constitution Division 2 – Disciplinary Action 
(Rules 19-24) or Division 3 Grievance Procedures (Rules 25-29) as determined by Council 
 

1.  The various Trials recognised by the Association shall be:- 
(a) Farmers Trial -  
 Eligibility: 

· For workers who have not won a Novice or higher trial   
· A worker can only win two Farmers trials 
· Limited to one Improver/Open Dog per worker. 

(b) Encourage Trial -           
Eligibility: 
· For workers who have not won a Novice or higher trial.   
· A worker can only win two Encourage trials 
· Limited to one Improver/Open Dog per worker  

Note:  Workers may win two Farmers and two Encourage trials in any order before becoming ineligible to compete in 
either Farmers and/or Encourage. 

 
(c)  Novice Trial – For dogs that have never won a Trial other than a Farmers or Encourage Trial. 
(d)  Improvers Trial – For dogs that have never won a trial other than a Farmers, Encourage or Novice 

Trial. 
(e) Open Trial – For all registered dogs owned by financial members of a recognised State Working 

Sheep Dog Association. 
 For the purpose of this Rule, a dog that has only divided a first prize as one of a pair, shall not be 

deemed to have won a Trial and any restricted Trial in which an Open dog is eligible to compete shall 
be deemed to be an Open Trial. 

(f) A competitor may win two Farmers and two Encourage Trials and may do so in any order. 
(g) To be eligible for a Juvenile Trial a dog must be under 2 years of age at the end of the month in 

which the trial is held. 
(h)  All Trials shall be conducted with maximum emphasis being placed on the welfare of all animals 

involved. 
(i) Trial committees shall have the discretion to stage their Trial in any order that is deemed to be in the 

interest of their operational needs taking into account the interests of the competitors.  All 
information shall be included in the Trial schedules that are distributed to would-be competitors. 

(j) Trial committees may alter a published draw should they have a need to accommodate any 
unforseen situation. 

 
2. Owners of dogs competing in any Trial must be financial members of the Working Sheep Dog Association in 

the State in which they reside.  All dogs must be registered with the exception of dogs entered in Encourage 
and Farmers Classes. 
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3. The Association approves the following arena Trials for its affiliated Clubs and Societies.  These Trials shall be 

held in accordance with the Trial Course Rules relative to the courses as shown below:- 
 (a) The Victorian Standard Arena Obstacles and Course 
 (b) The modified Standard Arena Obstacles and Course 
 (c) The Supreme Course 
 (d) The International Trans Tasman Course 
 (e) The New South Wales Standard Course 
 (f) Short Course – see Appendix 6 
 

NOVICE TRIALS: The Novice casting peg be placed up ground no less than 20 metres and no more than 40 

metres from the location of the original casting peg 

 The type of Trial selected by the Club or Society shall be included on the Trial schedule/entry forms.  A copy 
of the chosen Trial Course and its rules are available to affiliated Clubs and Societies upon request from the 
Association Secretary. 

 Courses may be altered for Encourage and Farmers events only. 
 All Affiliated Clubs and Societies shall hold their Trials in accordance with the Victorian Working Sheep Dog 

Association constitution. 
 
4. Any Agricultural Society or Trial Club deciding to conduct Trials under these Rules, shall on payment of a fee, 

be included in the list of Bodies affiliated with the Association. Members of the Association competing in 
Victoria are bound to confine their support to affiliated Bodies and subject to conditions stated. 

 
 Dogs competing at Trials must be the bona-fide property of the worker.  If not, a lease must be recorded 
with the Association and the letter “L” added to such nominations. 

 
5.  Affiliated Clubs shall include on their entry forms: 
 

- The type of course eg. Supreme, Victorian, Trans Tasman etc. 
- The time allotted 
- The name/s of the judges 
- The number of place getters for each event and the prize money and or trophies allotted to that event. 
All entries are to include the full names and registration number of dogs. This information to be published in 
the Official Trial Program. 

 
6. At all affiliated Trials a Sub-Committee of three members of the Council shall be appointed to cooperate with 

the local Trial Committee.  The Sub-Committee’s interpretation of these Rules shall be final.  The first three 
members of the Council competing in the Trial shall act as the Sub-Committee and the first Council member 
to compete shall act as the Chairman of the Sub-Committee and the first Council member in the Draw in the 
Open shall be responsible to submit a report to the Association if deemed necessary to be of interest to 
Council. 

 
7.         (a)  The names of workers to be drawn and every competitor in the Trial to receive a run in accordance 

with this draw before any competitor works his second dog with the exception of competitors 
entering one or two dogs according to Rule 7 (e). The Trial then to proceed with competitors 
working in rotation in accordance with the original Draw.  This method also applies to Trials held in 
conjunction. 

(b) Worker with more than 4 dogs to have his name placed midway between his 2nd and 3rd runs, his 3rd 
and 4th runs, until the number of runs he is to receive are interspersed evenly throughout the Draw. 

(c) Workers’ dog then to be placed beside his name in order stated on the Entry Form.  (Dogs should be 
drawn in the order of listing.) 

(d) No late entries can be accepted after the Draw has been made. 
(e) A Worker with only ONE or TWO dogs entered at the Trials may indicate if they wish to work their 

dogs/s in a specific trial (eg Novice Trial) in either Round 3 & 4 (two dogs entered) OR Round 4 (one 
dog entered).  Workers must indicate on the entry form if they wish to work in Round 4 (one dog 
entered) or Rounds 3 & 4 (2 dogs entered) otherwise they will be drawn in Round 1 (one dog 
entered) or Rounds 1 & 2 (2 dogs entered). 
Explanation:  If a trialler enters 2 dogs at the Trial – 2 in the Open/Improver and 1 of  the  2 dogs in 
the Novice, the 2 dogs in the Open/Improver may go in Rounds 3 & 4 and the 1 dog in the Novice 
may go in Round 4  provided this is indicated on the entry form. 
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At all One Day Trials, competitors entering one dog must take their place in the first round while 
competitors entering two dogs must take their place in the first and second rounds. 
 
A one dog worker may substitute another of his dogs if the dog entered is in oestrus. 

 
8. Competitors at Sheep Dog Trials shall take their place in accordance to the Draw, and any dog absent shall 

not be allowed to compete, except at the discretion of the Council Sub-Committee under special 
circumstances. 

 
9. If under the provision of Trial Rule 8, a competitor is granted permission to run in a Trial after having missed 

his proper place in the Draw, his run should take place at the end of the round in progress.  Should the judge 
grant a re-run for any reason it should take place either immediately or at the end of the round in progress, 
at the discretion of the competitor.  Should a dog that has been granted a run out of turn or a re-run reach 
the Final, it must take its place in the Final according to the order in which it actually ran. 

 
10. If a competitor enters a dog in a Novice Trial and after entries close the dog becomes ineligible for that event, 

the dog shall be eligible on payment of extra fee, to compete in the Improvers and Open Trials and take his 
place at the end of the original Draw. 

 
11. In Encourage and Farmers Trials two crosses are permitted. 
 
12. An owner may appoint at time of entry, a nominee to work his dog or dogs at a Trial.  Such nominee must be 

a member of the Working Sheep Dog Association in the State in which he resides and accept full 
responsibility during the currency of the Trial.  If a nominee is appointed he must work in both Preliminary 
and Final—should a final be held. 

 
13. Trial Committees and competitors are encouraged to present animals for competition in a condition that is in 

keeping with acceptable standards of animal welfare, which include adequate accommodation and water 
supply.  It is appropriate that sheep be familiarised with the presence of a dog or dogs in lead up to a trial in 
order to minimize stress to the sheep when they encounter a dog in competition. 

 
(a) Should a competitor wish to reject the sheep allocated to his/her event then such a decision will be   

at the sole discretion of the Judge. 
 
14. No dog shall be permitted to compete in a Trial or be brought near a Trial Ground if it has had distemper or 

has been exposed to the risk of distemper, or any other contagious disease, during a period of seven weeks 
prior to the date on which the Trial is to be held.  Owners of dogs may be asked to sign a declaration to this 
effect before being allowed to compete in a Trial.  Dogs that are not fit and well are not allowed to compete 
at a Trial. 

 
15. Bitches in season may work at Trials. Competitors must use discretion regarding these bitches and they 
                should not have a detrimental effect on other dogs competing.   

A bitch should not be worked before or after whelping if the physical welfare of the bitch is at risk. 
 
16. No Competitor shall be allowed on the Trial Course with any dog prior to or during the currency of the Trial 

except when directed by the Trial Steward.  The owner or nominee of any dog allowed to run loose by 
mistake, or otherwise may be fined up to $20. 

 
17. All “Championship Trials” shall be of a 15 minute duration.  Other arena Trials can be a minimum of 12 

minutes and a maximum of 15 minutes.  For Field and Utility Trials, time allocation is at the discretion of the 
organising committee.  Any competitor withdrawing their dog before the expiry of the full time allowed, 
unless at the direction of the Judge, shall not be entitled to a prize. 

 
18. (a) When a competitor’s name is called he must proceed to the casting peg promptly and should a dog  
   leave the arena after the competitor has been called to the peg he must be disqualified. 

(b) If a dog should break at the casting peg, but can be recalled promptly, there shall be no penalty. 
(c) After the release of the sheep, should the dog on being recalled cross between the worker and the 

sheep he must be disqualified. 
(d) The distance of command at the casting peg shall be over 2 metres and within 20 metres for all trials 
(e) The Judge’s decision shall be final and he shall be in command of a Trial from the time the 

competitor with his dog released enters the Trial Course. 
 (f) Judges must adhere to Trial Rules and Guidelines for Judging. 
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(g) A provisional Judge must judge a minimum of 5 Novice Trials before they can be approved by 
Council as an Open Judge. 

 
19. Scale of points (irrespective of time limit)—Cast 12;  Lift (Approach) 5;  Draw (Bringing) 8;  Gap 3;  Race 5;  

Bridge (or 3rd Obstacle) 7;  Pen 10;  General Work including Force, Steadiness, Control of Sheep, Command of 
Dog 50;  Total 100. 

 
20. (a) The competitor will not be allowed to control his dog in any way, except   by signal, 

whistle, word of mouth or approved stick. 
(b) Any competitor, who by action, sound or unfair manoeuvre, stops or turns the sheep at any obstacle 

shall have points deducted and if the obstacle is negotiated by such action, full obstacle points shall 
be deducted.  

 
21. The stick used by competitors shall be a solid stick, coloured brown, not more than 60cms long and without 

flaps. 
(a) A competitor with a physical disability may use a motorised or manually propelled vehicle or walking 

stick or frame to assist their mobility.  The usage and placement of any of these aides will be at the 
discretion of the Trial judge. 

 
22. Dogs may wear a permitted collar on the trial grounds. 
 
23. Three sheep will be allotted to each dog except in a Utility Trial or Farmers Trial when the Council Sub-

Committee should decide the number of sheep to be worked. 
(a)  All Trials shall be started by a signal from the judge only when the sheep are approximately 20 

metres clear of the perimeter fence and any fixed obstacle eg: a release trailer or a trial obstacle, 
and in clear view of the competitor.  It is highly desirable that the sheep be stationary before the 
starting signal is given. 

 
24. In any Trial, if a dog fails at first attempt to sight his sheep, he may be recalled and redirected and points 

deducted accordingly. 
 
25. (a) The Draw shall be considered completed when the sheep are round the casting peg and  

past the point in line with the casting peg and the release.  When the first obstacle is situated on the 
left of the casting peg the sheep must be taken to a position at the angle of 2 o’clock before the 
Draw shall be considered completed.  If the worker leaves the casting peg before the Draw is 
completed the worker must be recalled and points deducted accordingly. 

(b) When the first obstacle is situated on the left of the casting peg, the obstacle must be approached 
with the sheep on the right-hand side and on the right of the obstacle peg and must unwind should 
sheep go astray. 

(c) Sheep only have to unwind once at the casting peg, regardless of how many times they have gone 
around the wrong way. 

 
26. When taking sheep from one obstacle to another, competitors should walk to a straight line, sheep should be 

on competitor’s right side.  Points must be deducted if competitor stops but may be deducted if competitor 
walks backwards. 

 
27. All arena trials conducted in accordance with the rules of the Association shall have a 9 metre course to the 

right of the workers’ path. 
  

(a) Judges may deduct points if sheep are more than 9 metres behind or in front of the  
worker. 

(b) Judges to use discretion and common sense in their assessment of General Work which includes 
Force, Steadiness, Control of Sheep, Command of Dog.  Dogs running wide extensively and drifting of 
sheep are both undesirable. 

(c) All arena Trials shall have the course marked with markers placed approximately 18 metres apart. 
 (d) Markers to be approximately 10 cm high by 20cm wide 
 (e) The casting peg for the Novice to be moved up the ground no less than 20 metres and no more than                    
                                40 metres from the original casting peg 
 
28. When negotiating obstacles, points may be deducted if sheep are allowed to circle the obstacle, or if they 

pass the wing and are brought back.  The Judge at his discretion need not disqualify a dog getting between 
worker and sheep provided the dog is or has been forcing in a proper manner at and inside the obstacle. 
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29. During the course of the Novice, Improver and Open Trial any dog coming between the worker and the sheep 

shall be disqualified except as covered in Rule 28. 
  
30. (a) Should sheep enter an obstacle before the worker is in the set, then the competitor may  

step into the set and complete the obstacle.  However, if ALL the sheep have negotiated (ie; cleared 
the obstacle) under the same circumstances then that obstacle must be re-worked.  The exception 
to this is the pen.  The worker must step into the set and then shut the gate. 

 (b) If the worker leaves his peg before having negotiated an obstacle he must be rung off. 
 
31. If any sheep escape from the pen through the gate after the worker has left his peg and is in the act of 

shutting the gate, the Trial terminates and the worker forfeits points for the pen.  There shall be a gate on the 
pen in all Trials. 

 
32. At the conclusion of each Trial, the competitor must take his sheep to a point indicated by the Local Trial 

Committee expeditiously as possible. 
 
33. If a dog should bite or in any way injure a sheep, such dog shall at once be disqualified and the competitor 

held responsible for any damage done to the sheep.  Should sheep charge a dog or exhibit defiance and the 
dog then snaps at or nips the sheep, no points need be deducted and the dog should not be disqualified.  If 
the dog is the aggressor and bites the sheep when not in self-defence, he must be disqualified by the Judge. 

 
34. A dog that is disqualified or compulsorily retired in the first round, loses all points and is therefore not eligible 

for a trophy or prize allotted to the best cast, lift and draw. 
(a) If there are no obstacles negotiated in a Trial the competitor cannot gain a score greater than 25 points. 

 
35. If the working of a dog is of inferior merit, the Judge has power to terminate the Trial before the expiration of 

time allowed. 
 
36. A re-run will not be given if a competitor has lost more points than will enable him to run in the Final. 
 
37. Any competitor has the right to appeal, before the sheep have passed the point of balance if he thinks the 

sheep are not suitable to be worked.  If the Judge approves the appeal, the competitor shall be granted a re-
run, and points already deducted should not be considered.  Any re-run given after this point for any other 
reason, should be ruled by Rule 36. 

 
38. (a) All Novice and Open Trials must have a Final.  Highest scoring “available dogs” shall be 

selected and the number of dogs in the final shall be in accordance with the number of prizes on 
offer (not one more in number than the prizes offered).  The Judge shall give his awards to those 
gaining the highest aggregate number of points.  No prize shall be awarded to a dog which after 
selection, fails to participate in the Final. 
 
 (i) To be eligible for Dog of the Year points Open trials must have a minimum of 5 in the final. 

(b) A competitor may retire in a Final without loss of preliminary points. 
 
39. In the event of a tie in a Novice, Improvers or Open Trial, a winner must be arrived at by working off.   

(a) For a restricted trial to be eligible for dog of the year points, the trial must be OPEN to everyone to enter 
up to the closing date. All dogs entered will be balloted down after the closing date to the appropriate 
draw size, to accommodate all competitors wanting to enter. The trial entry form should state clearly 
the balloting method and time restrictions of the Trial. 

 
40. If a dog has won a Novice Trial, he is debarred from entering a Novice Trial again, either Arena or Field. 
 
41. In any Trial, the Judge with the assistance of the Local Trial Committee, may alter the course or vary the test 

for dogs selected to compete in the Final.  However, any change must comply with the standards laid down 
by the Association. 
(a) All judges on the Victorian Judges Panel must be financial members of the VWSDA. Inc. 

 
42. When working a pair of dogs, both dogs must be cast, one on either hand, and in the opinion of the Judge, 

both dogs working together must do a fair share of the work. 
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43. Judges Cards:- 
 Only Judges Cards drawn up by the Association may be used at affiliated Trials.  Supplies are available on 

application to the Association at a charge to cover cost of production. 
 The following are the times when a competitor is entitled to examine his Judges Card in the various Trials. 
 Improvers and Open Trials – Cards cannot be examined until completion of Trial. 
 Farmers, Encourage and Novice – Cards may be examined at any time during the Trial. 
 In all cases Cards may only be examined in the presence of the Trial Steward and under no circumstances can 

a competitor examine the Card of another competitor.  The Cards shall always remain the property of the 
Association and therefore they must not be given to a competitor.  They should also be kept in a position 
where they are not readily available for competitors to peruse. 

 Points lost for any section, are not to be announced to a competitor during a Trial. 
 
44. (a)   If, in the opinion of the Judge, or Committee or any Body conducting a Trial under these  

Rules, any man ill-uses his dog, he will be subject to a fine up to $30, forfeit all prize money and may 
be debarred from competing again at any Trial conducted under these Rules. 

 
(b) Any worker who handles his dog during a Trial shall be disqualified unless permission has been 

granted by the Judge. 
 
45. Any protest must be lodged in writing with the Secretary of the Show or Trial Committee within 5 minutes of 

the completion of the Final of the Open Trial and be accompanied by a fee of $25 which will be returned if 
the protest is upheld.  Such protest will be dealt with by the Show or Trial Committee, which will within 14 
days submit a report to this Association.  Any appeal shall be dealt with by the Council of the Association 
whose decision shall be final. 

 
46. In the event of any question or situation not provided for in these Rules the matter in question shall be dealt 

with by the Council Sub-Committee and any action taken shall be reported to the Association within 14 days, 
and the Executive Committee, if it deems fit, may make any alteration or addition to cover such contingency 
in the future. 

 
47. Any person or persons, refusing to conform with these Rules must be disqualified from competing at all 

future Trials conducted under these Rules. 
 
48. These rules shall not be altered or added to unless a signed notice of the proposed alteration or addition shall 

have been given to the Secretary and by him to each member of the Council in writing at least 14 days prior 
to the meeting at which the motion is to be considered and the motion is carried by a majority of Council 
members present at the meeting. 
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APPENDIX 1 

MODIFIED STANDARD COURSE DIMENSIONS 

 

GAP:  1 m (3’3”) wide between two hurdles 2.75 m (9’) long 

RACE:  2.75 m (9’) long, 1 m (3’3”) wide with wings 2.75 m (9’) long, opening to 2.4 m (8’) 

BRIDGE:  2.75 cm (9’) long, 92 cm (3’) wide – min. 46 cm (18”) to max. 61 cm (24”) high, wings 3.95 m 

(13’) long, opening to 2.4 m (8’) 

Bottom of ramp to finish midway along the wings. 

PEN:   2.75 m (9’) deep x 1.83 m (6’) wide with a 1.83 m (6’) gate 

WORKERS PEG (edge of ring): 2.44 m (8’) from obstacles 
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APPENDIX 2 

STANDARD COURSE DIMENSIONS 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



VWSDA January 2025  Page 13 of 17 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

YARD DESIGN 
 



VWSDA January 2025  Page 14 of 17 

APPENDIX 5 
 
HOW TO DO A DRAW 
Every draw is to consist of 4 rounds. 

Each worker to work 1 dog in the first round (see Exceptions 1 & 2 below) and any remaining dogs to be allocated to the 

remaining 3 rounds as follows: 

  

1st Round 

 

2nd Round 

 

3rd Round 

 

4th Round 

Worker with1 dog   

(see Exception 1) 

Dog 1    

Worker with 1 dog  

who indicates  ONE DOG  ENTERED 

   Dog 1 

Worker with 

2 dogs  (see Exception 2) 

Dog 1 Dog 2   

Worker with 2 dogs  

who indicates  TWO DOGS ENTERED 

  Dog 1 Dog 2 

Worker with 2 dogs who indicates ONE of these 

dogs entered in one of the Trials  

   Dog 1 

Worker with  

3 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 Dog 3  

Worker with 

4 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 Dog 3 Dog 4 

Worker with 

5 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 Dog 5 

Worker with 

6 dogs 

 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Worker with 

7 dogs 

 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Worker with 

8 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Dog 8 

Worker with 

9 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Dog 8 

Dog 9 

Worker with 

10 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Dog 8 

Dog 9 

Dog 10 

Worker with 

11 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Dog 8 

Dog 9 

Dog 10 

Dog 11 

Worker with 

12 dogs 

Dog 1 Dog 2 

Dog 3 

Dog 4 

Dog 5 

Dog 6 

Dog 7 

Dog 8 

Dog 9 

Dog 10 

Dog 11 

Dog 12 
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Exception 1:  A worker with ONE dog (Lassie) entered at the Trials may indicate if they wish to work their dog in 
Round 4. If not indicated on entry form then the dog will be drawn in Round 1 
See highlighted example 
Note: The worker MUST NOT have any other dogs entered at the Trials- THIS MEANS ONLY ONE DOG ENTERED 
ACROSS ALL CLASSES AT A TRIAL.  Eg A worker can only enter “Lassie” at the Trial and CANNOT enter 
“Bobby” and/or “Tom” etc 
 

Exception 2: A worker with Two Dogs (Bobby & Tom) may enter both dogs in either the Novice Trial and/or 
Open/Improver Trial and may enter either Bobby OR Tom in either the Novice Trial and/or Improver/Open 
Trial (whichever trial does not have the two dogs entered).  If indicated on the entry form Bobby and Tom will 
be drawn in Rounds 3 & 4 and either Bobby or Tom (whichever is entered) will be drawn in Round 4.  If not 
indicated on entry form then the dogs will be drawn in Rounds 1 & 2 (Bobby & Tom) and Round 1 (either 
Bobby or Tom) 
 
Note: The worker MUST NOT have any other dogs entered at the Trial- THIS MEANS ONLY THE SAME TWO 
DOGS (AND NO OTHER DOGS) ARE THE ONLY DOGS THAT CAN BE ENTERED ACROSS ALL CLASSES AT A 
TRIAL. Eg A worker can only enter “Bobby” and “Tom” at the Trial and CANNOT enter “Lassie” and/or “ Rosie” 
etc 
Note:  The exception also means that a worker who indicates they have one or two dogs entered CANNOT work another  

dog entered under another trialler's name" 

Helpful Hints 

Before commencing the draw go through each worker’s entry form, bracketing dogs into rounds according to the 

instructions above, e.g. 

Worker A   Worker B    Worker C 
Dog 1  Rnd 1  Dog 1  Rnd 1   Dog 1    Rnd 1 

Dog 2    Dog 2     Dog 2   

Dog 3    Dog 3     Dog 3    Rnd 2 

Dog 4  Rnd 3  Dog 4     Dog 4   

Dog 5  Rnd 4  Dog 5     Dog 5 

    Dog 6   Rnd 4   Dog 6 

         Dog 7 

         Dog 8 

Perform a draw of workers names to determine the running order of workers. 

It is helpful to start off with 4 separate pages for a draw – one for each round.  This makes it easy to see how to best 

space workers with 2 or 3 dogs in a round.  Don’t worry about consecutive numbering of the runs at this stage. 

Arrange entry forms in drawn order and work through each entry form, allocating workers and each of their dogs to 

rounds as bracketed/annotated on the entry forms. 

Where a worker has more than 2 dogs in a particular round, his dogs should be reasonably evenly spaced within that 

round and between his dogs in the previous and following rounds.  This will sometimes result in one worker not always 

following the same other worker. 

When all 4 rounds are filled in and you are happy with the spacing for workers with 2 or 3 dogs in a round, collapse the 4 

separate pages into one list.  Leave a blank line or two between each round to allow re-runs to be slotted in easily in 

compliance with the re-run rule (Trial Rule 9, revised in 2012) which states that a re-run should take place either 

immediately or at the end of the round in progress. 

Assign consecutive numbering to the list for the running order of dogs 

Updated July 2019  

 

Rnd 2  Rnd 2 

Rnd 3 
Rnd 3 

Rnd 4 
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APPENDIX 6 
SHORT COURSE RULES 

(a guideline for competing and judging a short course) 
 

• The arena is to be a fenced off enclosed area a minimum of 45 metres square.  The course layouts are to 
be similar at each event, but will be set out to best suit the arena 

• The course should be six metres wide 

• Time allowed is to be a minimum of six minutes and maximum of ten minutes (depending on time, sheep 
and course layout) 

• Time and judging commence once the sheep have cleared the gap (first obstacle).  The judge is to call 
“time”.  The judge may use their discretion if the competitor is not making a concerted effort to get the 
sheep through the gap. 

• Competitor must stay inside the free working area as defined before start time of trial ie sheep must clear 
gap or first obstacle before advancing. 

• Competitor must not go past the line of the obstacle in each section until all sheep are clear.  If the 
competitor crosses the line prior to all stock having cleared the obstacle/line this result in loss of the whole 
section’s points. 

• The competitor can walk through the obstacle.  If the sheep are touched during the run the competitor may 
be penalized. 

• The competitor has the freedom of movement between obstacles ie. Drive or pull between obstacles or do 
both. Either on the left or right side. 

• Ideally stock will progress in straight lines.  No turn backs or loss of points will result. 

• A deduction will occur if stock stray off line of the six metre course. 

• Dog must be under control at all times and showing control of sheep. 

• Severe bite or dog chasing sheep will be disqualification. 

• It is optional for the organising committee whether the gate had a latch or not but the competitors hand 
must be at the head of the gate and remain there until the gate is closed.  The gate may be swung at the 
discretion of the organising committee running the event off either left or right post but must be opening 
out from the yard.  If the competitor takes his/her hand off the gate will be loss of points.  A rope can be 
attached to the gate and the handler is allowed to move within the confines of the rope but once picked up 
the rope cannot be dropped without loss of points. 

• All sheep must be completely past the front line of the pen or yard before the competitor may close the 
gate.  If however, all or any of the sheep should escape by any other means, the competitor may continue 
to close the gate, and the sheep shall be considered as penned. 

• If any sheep escape from the pen over the line of the gate after the worker has commenced to close the 
gate, they may re pen the sheep but not stop walking.  If the sheep are not then penned, the worker 
forfeits the points for that section. 

• Should the dog leave his position at the pen (eg going behind the worker or behind the pen) there will be 
loss of points. 

• A cross will be loss of section points. 

• Competitor can only lose twenty points per section. 

• No move on allowed until section completed. 

• If there is a tied score the competitor with the fastest time out of the tied scores is the winner. 
20 POINTS ALLOCATED PER SECTION – TOTAL 100 POINTS 
GAP TO RACE  20  RACE TO CORNER 20 
CORNER TO YARD 20  YARD TO GATE 20 
GATE TO PEN  20  TOTAL              100 
 

• Handler and dog status shall be that which has been attained in either a Three Sheep Trial or Short 
Course.  However a dog winning a Short Course will not break its Three Sheep Status. (ie If a dog 
wins a Novice Three Sheep Trial it can no longer compete in a Novice Short Course, but if a dog wins 
a Novice Short Course it is still able to compete as a Novice in a Three Sheep Trial) 
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